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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 


INTRODUCTION 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Education  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  annual  report  on 
the  Schools  Health  Services.  It  has  been  a year  of  consider- 
able progress,  despite  increasing  difficulty  in  arranging  for 
constructional  and  repair  work  on  the  buildings  in  use. 

It  is  with  most  profound  regret  that  I have  to  record  the 
death  of  Dr.  Mary  Thomas  on  the  8th  September.  She  was 
exceedingly  popular  with  the  children,  teachers,  and  parents, 
and  enjoyed  their  confidence  to  a very  high  degree. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  co-operation  which 
1 have  invariably  received  from  members  of  the  Education 
Committee,  the  Director  of  Education,  the  County  Architect, 
the  teachers  at  the  various  schools,  and  all  the  staff  of  the 
School  Medical  Department. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARNOLD  BROWN, 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer. 


16th  June,  1947. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  1946 


General 

The  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire  comprises  43 
County  Districts,  namely  9 Municipal  Boroughs,  24  Urban 
Districts  and  10  Rural  Districts. 

As  from  1-4-45  the  Education  Committee  became  the 
Local  Education  Authority  for  the  whole  Administrative 
County  including  the  6 previously  autonomous  Municipal 
Boroughs,  namely  Congleton,  Crewe,  Dukinfield,  Hyde,  Mac- 
clesfield and  Stalybridge. 

The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at 
mid- 1946,  for  the  area  including  these  Boroughs,  was  765,510. 

The  total  number  of  Schools  in  the  educational  area  at 
31-3-46,  with  their  enrolments,  as  was  follows: — 


Enrol- 
Schools  ments 

Elementary  470  64377 

Secondary  (Grammar)  16  7514 

,,  (Modern) 49  11384 
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The  Schools  Health  Service  in  1946. 

An  additional  Ear  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  was  opened 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  at  Ellesmere  Port,  arrangements 
were  made  for  orthodontic  and  prosthetic  work  to  be  done  at 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  Dental  Hospitals  as  part  of  the 
School  Dental  Service,  and  an  additional  Orthopaedic  After- 
Care  Clinic  was  commenced  at  Sale.  The  good  results  which 
had  been  noticed  in  children  who  had  stayed  at  Marton  Camp 
were  maintained. 

Under  Circular  102,  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
all  the  major  Hospitals  in  the  County  and  in  the  neighbouring 
County  Boroughs  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  school 
children  under  the  School  Health  Service  both  as  in-patients 
and  out-patients,  including  children  suffering  from  rheuma- 
tism, diseases  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  diseases  of  the  eye, 
orthopaedic  cases,  skin  diseases,  and  other  diseases  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  County  Schools  Medical  Officer,  would 
interfere  with  the  child’s  education.  In  connection  with  this 
scheme,  insulin  is  supplied  free  of  cost  to  children  suffering 
from  diabetes. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  scheme  for  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  Dental  Clinics,  and  during  the  year  work 
has  commenced  at  the  following  Centres: — 

Winsford,  Northwich,  Middlewich,  Lymm,  Wilmslow, 
Bollington,  Hoole,  Stockton  Heath,  and  Hazel 
Grove. 

It  is  hoped  that  each  of  these  Centres  will  be  fully 
equipped  with  the  most  modern  appliances  in  the  early 
months  of  1947.  The  increase  in  the  establishment  of  full- 
time School  Dentists  to  24  has  enabled  more  frequent  in- 
spections to  be  carried  out,  so  that  dental  defects  can  be 
remedied  at  an  earlier  stage. 

The  Special  Residential  School  for  Educationally  Sub- 
Normal  Children  established  in  connection  with  the  Mary 
Dendy  Homes,  Alderley  Edge,  has  been  kept  fully  attended 
during  the  year,  and  further  provision  of  educational  facilities 
for  this  class  of  children  is  required. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  revert  to  the 
routine  inspection  of  school  children  at  three  stages  in  their 
school  life.  The  frequency  of  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  has  also 
been  increased  as  a result  of  the  increase  in  the  establishment 
of  full-time  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers. 
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By  the  end  of  the  year,  some  50  children  evacuated  to 
Cheshire  still  remained  in  the  County;  of  these,  20  had  been 
here  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

At  the  end  of  1946,  there  were  73,254  children  receiving 
school  milk,  and  19,712  receiving  school  meals. 

Seven  schools  were  closed  by  the  Chief  School  Medical 
Officer  in  1946  on  account  of  infectious  disease  as  compared 
with  15  in  1945. 

The  number  of  persons  applying  for  approval  as  foster- 
mothers  during  the  year  was  94,  and  of  this  number,  80  were 
considered  suitable. 

The  School  Dental  Service  in  1946. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Parry,  Senior  Dental  Surgeon,  reports: — 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  reorganisation  has 
been  carried  out  as  a result  of — 

a.  Six  Dental  Officers  rejoining  the  staff  from  the 
forces. 

b.  Four  new  Dental  Officers  being  appointed. 

c.  Four  Dental  Officers  terminating  their  engage- 
ments. 

As  the  dates  the  above  commenced  and  ended  their  duties 
varied  from  January  to  November,  the  areas  allotted  to  each 
dentist  had  of  necessity  to  be  reorganised  from  time  to  time, 
and  new  equipment  found  for  the  additional  six. 

A post-war  scheme  has  been  evolved,  entailing  the  re- 
organisation of  certain  special  branches  of  School  Dentistry 
such  as  Orthodontics,  X-Ray,  M.  & C.  W.  Treatment,  N..O, 
etc.,  and  the  establishing  of  well-equipped  clinics  all  over  the 
county. 

These  clinics  will  consist  of  two  classes. 

Class  A,  for  densely  populated  areas,  with  equipment 
which  will  compare  very  favourably  with  that  of  the  well- 
established  private  Dental  Surgeon. 

Class  B,  with  all  the  essentials  but  on  a more  modest 
scale. 

Our  present  aim  is  to  establish  as  soon  as  practicable 
16  class  A clinics  and  16  class  B clinics.  At  the  moment  we 
have  8 class  A clinics  fairly  well  equipped  and  2 in  course 
of  being  equipped.  Of  the  class  B we  have  13  clinics,  all  of 
which  are  in  course  of  being  equipped. 

A small  percentage  of  schools  have  not  been  visited  and 
not  all  the  treatment  one  might  have  wished  has  been  carried 
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out  in  certain  areas  of  the  county  during  the  year,  the  chief 
difficulties  being — 

1.  Shortage  of  staff,  especially  for  the  first  half  of 
the  year. 

2.  In  the  past,  children  who  had  previously  refused 
treatment  were  excluded  from  routine  Inspection  and 
Treatment.  This  year  all  have  been  included,  resulting 
in  the  accumulation  of  2 — 6 years’  dental  defects,  to  be 
put  in  order  by  the  dentist. 

3.  Only  “special  place’’  children  attending  Grammar 
Schools  have  been  treated  in  the  past.  This  year,  all 
children  on  the  school  register  have  been  offered  treat- 
ment. Much  more  time  was  thus  required  for  operative 
work;  in  fact  one  dentist  spent  five  whole  months  at  one 
such  school,  doing  nothing  else  but  treatment,  and 
inserted  nearly  1 ,000  permanent  fillings,  to  say  nothing 
of  other  operations. 

With  a staff  of  19  Dental  Officers,  the  normal  routine 
Inspection  and  Treatment  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Of  the  85,000  school  children  in  Cheshire,  69,000  have 
been  inspected,  38,000  selected  for  treatment,  30,000  or  79% 
actually  treated,  29,000  temporary  and  4,500  permanent  teeth 
extracted  and  26,000  permanent  fillings  inserted. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  explained  above,  the  numbers 
selected  for  treatment  were  much  lower  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  been. 

The  number  accepting  treatment  (79%),  although  only 
one  point  higher  than  1945,  is  really  quite  a substantial  im- 
provement, taking  into  consideration  that  all  persistent 
refusals  have  been  included  this  year  for  the  first  time. 

Under  existing  conditions,  the  amount,  and  still  more 
important,  the  quality,  of  work  carried  out  by  the  dentists, 
will  I feel,  meet  with  the  approval  of  all. 

A visit  from  Dr.  Wynne  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  was 
most  welcome,  and  resulted  in  some  excellent  advice  being 
given,  which  has  already  been  put  into  practice. 

We  are  very  much  indebted  to  the  Chairman  and  Com- 
mittee of  the  Sale  Welfare  Centre  for  the  gift  of  a new  X-Ray 
machine,  complete  with  all  fitments.  This  has  proved  most 
useful,  I might  almost  say  essential,  for  not  only  the  Sale, 
but  also  the  Altrincham  and  surrounding  areas. 

Once  again,  on  behalf  of  the  staff  I should  like  to  say 
how  much  we  all  appreciate  the  very  generous  help,  kindness 
and  co-operation  received  from  the  Headmasters  and  Head- 
mistresses of  the  county;  without  such  help,  no  school  Dental 
Scheme  can  hope  to  be  a success. 
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Orthopaedic  Scheme 


Number  of  attendances  at  orthopaedic  clinics  of  non- 
tuberculosis patients  aged  5-16  during  1946. 


CLINIC 

No.  of 
Patients 
on 

Registers, 

1/1/46 

No.  of 
Patients 
admitted 
during 
the  year 

No.  of 
Patients 
discharged 
during 
the  year 

No.  of 
Patients 
on 

Registers, 

31/12/46 

Total 

number 

of 

Attend- 

ances 

Alderley  Edge 

37 

19 

% 

13 

43 

159 

Altrincham 

18 

16 

13 

21 

195 

Chester 

26 

8 

10 

24 

25 

Congleton 

45 

46 

32 

59 

714 

Crewe 

146 

58 

32 

172 

453 

Dukinfield 

68 

40 

41 

61 

1192 

Ellesmere  Port 

106 

27 

64 

69 

1001 

Hoylake 

66 

21 

42 

45 

478 

Hyde 

56 

56 

16 

96 

934 

Macclesfield  . . 
Marple 

69 

26 

64 

41 

396 

(Hospital)  . . 

1 

3 

1 

3 

73 

New  Ferry 
Northwich 

100 

42 

86 

56 

860 

(Infirmary)  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

54 

(Parkfield) 

63 

27 

21 

69 

220 

Runcorn 

124 

37 

72 

89 

770 

Stockton  Heath 

28 

22 

20 

30 

410 

Stalybridge 

133 

93 

122 

104 

1039 

1088 

541 

647 

982 

8973 

In  addition  there  were  1,542  attendances  by  115  school 
children  at  Dukinfield  for  artificial  sunlight,  806  by  103 
children  at  Hyde,  31  by  3 children  at  Northwich  In- 
firmary, and  1,443  by  160  children  at  Stalybridge. 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS.  PATIENTS  OF  SCHOOL  AGE  RECEIVING  IN-PATIENT  TREATMENT  DURING  1946. 


I 
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Physical  Training. 

The  Director  of  Education  reports  as  follows: — 

The  war  years  considerably  delayed  the  development  of 
Physical  Education  in  all  Schools,  but  during  the  past  year 
there  has  been  a definite  indication  of  a real  revival  in  the 
subject.  Noteworthy  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
restoration  of  a standard  of  physical  training  in  all  its 
branches,  comparable  with  that  of  pre-war  years.  The  return 
of  Teachers  and  Organisers  from  service  with  H.M.  Forces 
has  had  a stimulating  effect  upon  the  work,  and  very  satis- 
factory progress  has  been  made  in  all  types  of  physical 
activity.  Supplies  of  suitable  footwear  are  still  far  from 
adequate,  and  although  small  supplies  have  been  issued  to 
Schools  in  which  gymnastic  apparatus  is  employed,  there  is 
still  a shortage  in  many  Schools.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
more  pupils  would  provide  themselves  with  suitable  shoes  if 
supplies  were  more  plentiful. 

For  some  years  there  has  been  a general  shortage  in  the 
supply  of  games  equipment.  Supplies  which  it  has  been 
possible  to  obtain  have  been  determined  by  an  allocation 
made  to  the  Authority  by  the  Ministry  of  Education,  all 
equipment  having  to  be  purchased  by  special  permit.  These 
restrictions  have  now  been  withdrawn  and  it  is  hoped  that 
more  adequate  supplies  will  now  be  available  for  all  schools. 

Physical  training  in  many  non-provided  schools  is  often 
seriously  handicapped  by  the  unsatisfactory  surface  of  play- 
grounds and  the  lack  of  suitable  indoor  accommodation. 

Organised  Games. 

The  marked  improvement  in  the  attitude  towards  games 
in  Primary  Schools,  referred  to  in  last  year's  report,  has  been 
maintained  and  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  an  out- 
standing development  in  the  attention  given  to  games  and 
athletics  training,  especially  in  Secondary  and  Grammar 
Schools.  This  development  has  shown  itself  not  only  during 
school  hours,  but  in  the  many  activities  which  have  been 
organised  out  of  school  time.  In  this  connection,  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  excellent  work  which  has  been  carried 
out  by  various  Schools  Sports  Associations  throughout  the 
County  area.  These  Associations  have  revived  their  activities 
and  inter-school  and  inter-area  competitions  have  been 
organised  with  considerable  success.  The  interest  shown  in 
schoolboy  football  has  been  especially  noticeable,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  various  district  football  associations  are 
keen  to  develop  a high  standard  of  play.  Eleven  local 
associations  have  taken  part  in  the  Cheshire  Schoolboys 
bootball  Competition,  which  was  won  by  Crewe  after  a replay 
in  the  final  against  Ellesmere  Port.  In  the  English  Schools 
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Football  Competition,  teams  from  Crewe  and  Nantwich  and 
Wirral  reached  the  competition  proper.  Crewe  reached  the 
last  sixteen  in  the  competition  and  were  beaten  by  Salford  in 
the  semi-final. 

A member  of  the  Ellesmere  Port  Schoolboys  team  has 
gained  international  honours,  having  represented  England  in 
all  International  games  during  the  Season.  His  selection  is 
a great  personal  honour,  and  an  honour  to  the  County  in 
general. 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  two  teams  from  Ellesmere  Port 
visited  the  Channel  Islands  during  the  Whitsuntide  Holiday, 
to  play  several  matches  against  the  schoolboys  there. 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  English  Football 
Association’s  scheme  for  the  coaching  of  the  game  in  Schools. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  football  season,  the  scheme  was  in- 
troduced in  many  Grammar  and  Secondary  Schools,  as  an 
experiment.  Experienced  coaches  and  players  were  appointed 
by  the  Football  Association  and  class  methods  of  instruction 
were  demonstrated  to  whole  classes  of  boys.  The  coaches 
paid  a maximum  of  three  visits  to  the  Schools,  and  there  ’S 
no  doubt  that  their  efforts  were  much  appreciated  by  the  boys. 
It  is  too  early  yet  to  assess  the  value  of  the  scheme,  or  the 
results  which  it  achieved. 

A rapidly  growing  number  of  Schools  arrange  their  own 
annual  sports  meetings,  and  inter-Schools  sports  have  been 
organised  in  several  districts.  Athletic  training  should  form 
a definite  part  of  the  general  scheme  of  physical  education, 
and  the  standard  of  performances  at  annual  sports  meetings 
should  demonstrate  the  results  of  regular  and  correct  training. 
In  order  to  assist  teachers  in  the  correct  methods  of  training 
and  the  technique  of  various  athletic  events,  as  well  as  in 
the  organisation  of  schools  sports  meetings,  special  courses 
are  being  arranged,  and  over  240  teachers  have  enrolled. 

This  rapidly  growing  interest  in  organised  games  and 
athletics  is  proving  the  need  for  more  playing  field  facilities 
in  many  districts,  for  without  such  facilities  regular  and 
systematic  training  is  impossible. 

Swimming. 

As  in  games  and  athletics,  very  satisfactory  progress  has 
been  made  throughout  the  county  in  swimming  instruction. 
Full  advantage  is  taken  of  all  facilities  available  and  during 
the  year  1 78  Schools  were  able  to  arrange  for  pupils  to  receive 
regular  instruction.  The  fuller  use  of  public  and  private 
transport  has  enabled  more  Schools  to  attend  a Swimming 
Bath,  especially  in  the  more  rural  areas.  In  all,  13,380  boys 
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and  girls  from  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  received  in- 
struction during  the  year,  and  as  a result  of  the  Season  s 
work,  2,873  learnt  to  swim,  while  the  following  certificates 
were  awarded  to  successful  candidates — Advanced  86;  1st 
Grade  762;  and  2nd  Grade  2,133. 

There  are  many  pupils  who  are  now  able  to  have  swim- 
ming instruction  for  several  seasons,  and  are  thus  able  to 
receive  more  advanced  instruction.  Life-saving  instruction 
should  be  commenced  when  pupils  have  learnt  to  swim,  and 
while  tests  in  life-saving  are  included  in  the  examination  for 
Advanced  and  1st  Grade  Swimming  Certificates,  it  is  thought 
that  many  more  boys  and  girls  would  enter  for  the  Awards  of 
the  Royal  Life  Saving  Society  if  encouraged  to  do  so.  All 
Schools  are  affiliated  to  that  Society,  and  examinations  can 
be  arranged  at  any  time. 

Life-saving  instruction  has  often  proved  its  worth  in 
cases  of  emergency  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to  record  that 
recently  a 14  years  old  Cheshire  boy,  who  had  received  swim- 
ming and  life-saving  instruction  while  at  Poynton  Modern 
Secondary  School,  rescued  a young  child  from  drowning  in 
the  Higher  Poynton  Canal. 

A number  of  Schools  now  arrange  an  annual  swimming 
gala,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  emphasis  which  has  been 
given  to  correct  style  in  various  events.  Inter-Schools  galas 
have  also  been  arranged  in  one  or  two  areas,  and  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  other  districts  will  have  inter-schools 
galas  next  season. 

Physical  Training  in  Evening  Institutes,  Youth  Clubs  and 
Voluntary  Youth  Organisations. 

While  every  possible  provision  is  being  made  for  the 
physical  welfare  of  School  pupils,  encouragement  is  being 
given  to  the  arrangement  of  various  forms  of  physical  activity 
for  young  people  of  post-school  age.  In  many  Evening 
Institutes,  classes  under  qualified  instructors  are  arranged  in 
Physical  Training  and  games,  dancing,  etc.,  the  work  being 
of  a more  recreative  type  that  that  in  Day  Schools.  Assistance 
is  given  to  Youth  Clubs  and  Voluntary  Youth  Organisations 
in  connection  with  various  types  of  classes  arranged  by  them. 
Such  assistance  usually  takes  the  form  of  provision  of  quali- 
fied Instructors,  the  use  of  suitable  facilities  in  the  Authority’s 
Schools,  and  in  some  cases  financial  assistance  towards  the 
cost  of  visits  to  Swimming  Baths,  etc.  The  Authority  is 
always  ready  to  consider  support  for  Voluntary  Organisations 
in  schemes  which  will  provide  for  the  physical  recreation  and 
well-being  of  their  members. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 


Table  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections 
(A)  Routine  Medical  Inspections 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants 15814 

Second  Age  Group — 

Third  Age  Group — 

Other 248 


Total  ...  16062 


(B)  Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 22409 


TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during 
the  Year  in  the  Routine  Age  Groups 


No.  of 
Children 
Inspec- 
ted 

A 

(Excellent) 

I 

(Nor 

1 

mal) 

( 

(Sligl 

subn< 

■"1 

itly 

armal) 

I 

(B 

) 

ad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

16062 

2516 

15*67 

11590 

72*16 

1939 

12*07 

17 

0*10 

Table  III. — Treatment  Tables 
Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Table  V.). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  21444 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor 

Eye  Defects  Treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) . 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 
Disease  or  Defect  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint)  ...  3532 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes  (ex- 
cluding those  recorded  in  Group  I.)  ...  479 

Total  ...  4011 


No.  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  were 


(a)  Prescribed 2028 

(b)  Obtained  1375 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 

Received  Operative  Treatment  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  1517 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment 138 


Total  Number  Treated  ...  1655 
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Table  IV.— Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the  Dentist  : — 


(a)  Routine  age-groups 

... 

68616 

( b ) Specials 

... 

1820 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials) 

... 

70436 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  Treatment 

38401 

(3)  Number  actually  Treated 

... 

29802 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  Children  for 

treatment 

41695 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  Inspection  .. 

. 1030  \ 

,,  ,,  Treatment  .. 

. 5998  / Total 

7028 

(6)  Fillings — Permanent  Teeth  ... 

26213  ) 

Temporary  Teeth  . . . 

1975  J Total 

28188 

(7)  Extractions — Permanent  Teeth  ... 

4594  \ 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

29190  ] Total 

33784 

(8)  Administration  of  general  Antesthetics  for  Extractions 

1907 

(9)  Other  Operations  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ... 

7903  } 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

3042  / Total 

10945 

Table  V. — Verminous  Conditions. 

(1)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during 

the  year  by  School  Nurses  ..  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  Children  in 

the  Schools  by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  238916 

(3)  Number  of  individual  Children  found  unclean  ...  9964 

(4)  Number  of  Children  cleansed  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were 

taken — 

(а)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — 

(б)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws  ...  — 
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Table  VI. 

Exceptional  children  not  receiving  special  education 

(At  31st  December,  1946). 

Blind  Children. 


At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 


At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 


Deaf  Children. 


At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 


At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 
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